
W ith over 100 years’ combined experience and over 
100 jury trials between the four shareholders, Curney, 
Farmer, House & Osuna (CFHO) is a unique force 

with which to be reckoned in Central and South Texas. 
Founded in 1990, the firm has “clearly and without ques-

tion,” says founder John Curney, tried the largest percentage 
of cases in its jurisdiction in the last six years—and owns sev-
eral of the biggest defense verdicts in the books. 

“We’re a mature and 
deeply experienced 
firm,” he says. “Our 
reputation has been 
very well established as lawyers you don’t want to mess with.” 

Even more impressive is that the attorneys are still relatively 
young and in the prime of their careers, a professional sweet 
spot that melds youthful energy with hard-earned expertise. 
“We’re extremely motivated,” says shareholder Jeff House. 

“We use our skills to investigate, evaluate and leverage the 
other side’s weaknesses in order to reduce or eliminate our cli-
ents’ exposure.”

In Insurance Defense, 
Experience and Ethics Matter

INSURANCE DEFENSE

“We also offer clients the opportu-
nity to engage in meaningful relation-
ships,” adds Curney. “We truly care 
about them, and we care about their 
businesses.” 

Dollars and Sense
At CFHO, it’s not just talk. It’s real 
action and real results—sometimes 
under intensely short timeframes.

In one case, the firm was called by an 
insurance carrier just four days before 
a case was set to go to trial. The team 
dropped everything, put in hundreds of 
work hours and earned a no-negligence 
defense verdict against a plaintiff that 
was seeking $28.5 million in damages.

Commonly, CFHO is tapped at 
the last minute to bail out another 
defense firm that isn’t performing. In 
the case of a fatal Ford Explorer roll-
over, the attorneys came to the rescue 
and resolved the case for a dramatically 
lower price tag than what was previ-
ously anticipated.  

“We could give you a phone book of 
examples like those,” House says. “We 
often get called for the more complicated, 
difficult and high-dollar cases because 
people know we have the trial experience 
and we’re not afraid to try them.”

Reputation and Respect 
There are two rules at CFHO: Do your 
job, and do it ethically.

“We’re relentless in finding the loop-
holes to reduce or eliminate our cli-
ents’ exposure, but we never overstep 
the boundaries of the law,” Curney says.

“I’m very proud of the men here. 
We’re tough litigators, but we’re also 
faithful family men. We take our roles 
as husbands, fathers and mentors in the 
field very seriously.”

We’re relentless in 
finding the loopholes to 
reduce or eliminate our 
clients’ exposure, but 
we never overstep the 
boundaries of the law.
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